Irish Baroque Orchestra [October 25, 2009]

The Irish Baroque Orchestra occupies a fundamental place in Ireland’s musical landscape. Created in 1996 by Mark Duley and Thérèse Timoney, it has worked with many of the world’s greatest baroque players and conductors, including Andrew Manze, Paul Goodwin, Nicholas Kraemer, Laurence Cummings, Sarah Cunningham, Lucy van Dael, Christian Curnyn, Elizabeth Wallfisch, Gary Cooper and Alfredo Bernardini. In 2006 Claire Duff was appointed leader of the orchestra and the internationally renowned violinist Monica Huggett took the mantle of artistic director.
The orchestra counts amongst its members some of the most talented young players in the international early music scene. Using either baroque instruments or modern replicas, the orchestra explores the playing techniques and stylistic practices associated with music from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. IBO gives Irish audiences the rare and precious opportunity to hear this music in live performances which recreate the vivid colours and textures of the baroque sound world.
IBO Chamber Soloists, a star studded smaller group comprising the core players in the orchestra, has received widespread critical acclaim and has caused a stir amongst Irish audiences for its refreshing, enlightened andspontaneous performances.
In 2006 IBO released its first CD ‘IBO Plays Bach’ on the Lyric fm label. Current plans include a release of 17th century Italian chamber music during the first half of 2010 on the Avie label.
Education initiatives are a vital aspect of the orchestra’s work, and foremost amongst these is the relationship the ensemble enjoys with DIT Conservatory of Music and Drama, where the orchestra is resident since January 2008. Twice yearly, Monica Huggett alongside players from the orchestra work with DIT students on baroque repertoire and playing techniques.
IBO enjoys a special relationship with the town of Ardee where IBO has been returning every winter for the last six years to spearhead Ardee Baroque, a festival of baroque music driven by Co. Louth Arts office.
The Irish Baroque Orchestra is generously funded by the Arts Council/An Chomhairle Ealaíon. The orchestra has its own collection of period instruments, purchased with the assistance of an Arts Council capital grant and the Department of Arts, Sports and Tourism.
